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his, because of the equivocal position in which it might
place his children, Jack told the Madderns the circumstances
of his birth. Together he and Bessie went to see an Oakland
judge who was a friend of the Maddern family; he assured
them that since Jack had been living under the name of
London all his life, and had published under it, his right to
it was legally established.

On a Sunday, one week after he had made his decision,
Jack and Bessie were quietly married. Flora was so outraged
by what she considered her son's abandonment of her that
she refused to attend the ceremony. The newlyweds rode
off on their bicycles for a three-day honeymoon in the
country, then returned to Oakland to set up house and dig
into work. The Ruskin Club staged a dinner in their honour;
the Oakland Enquirer, writing up the marriage, said, "The
bride is a beautiful and accomplished young woman,"
a compliment which Oakland agreed was well deserved.

During the day Bessie continued her coaching of back-
ward students, earning enough to keep the house going
when Jack's income could not. At night she corrected his
manuscripts and typed them, read the new books in which he
was interested so that she might discuss them with him,
copied on to sheets of paper poems he had enjoyed, binding
hundreds of them between red cardboard covers, collected
and bound magazine articles for him on economic and
political subjects, set up a dark room and showed him how
to develop his own pictures. On Sundays they took long
bicycle rides through the fertile San Leandro Valley, where
Jack told Bessie stories of his early days on John London's
farm. One week-end they went to Santa Cruz, where they
swam in the ocean and frolicked on the beach. If they
achieved no ecstasy, they did have fun together, and honest,
dependable comradeship. Jade gave every evidence of being
pleased with his choice, and pleased with his marriage.
Bessie said in 1937, " I did not love Jack when I married him,
but I very soon came to love him*"

The marriage seems to have brought its own good luck,